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The Roman Forum: Its History and Its Monuments. By Ch. Huel- 
sen. Translated by Jesse Benedict Carter. Rome: Loescher 
& Co.; New York: G. E. Stechert & Co., 1909. Pp. xv+271. 

$1.75. 

This is the second edition of the volume which was first published in 1906. 
The number of illustrations has been substantially increased and the results of 
the excavations of the last three years have been included. The book is primarily 
intended for those who, while not pursuing special archaeological studies, desire 
more detailed information about the Forum than is afforded by the guidebooks. 
It consists of a historical introduction (pp. 1-57), a description of the different 
monuments of the Forum (pp. 58-217), and a collection of sources and modern 
literature (pp. 253-60). In the historical introduction the author treats (1) the 
Forum in antiquity, (2) the Forum in the Middle Ages, and (3) the exploration of 
the Forum since the Renaissance. The history of the excavations since 1898 is 
summed up in four pages (54-57). The same compactness is shown in the 
descriptions of the monuments which follow. For the most part these consist of a 
brief account of the history of the building, a few statements of the period or 
periods to which the extant remains belong, and some indications of the most 
probable restoration. Professor Huelsen's mastery of the subject has enabled 
him to say much in few words, and the clearness of his exposition is supplemented 
by the numerous illustrations. From considerations of space citations of author- 
ities have in most cases been avoided in the text, but a good working bibliography 
is given at the end of the volume. In brief, the book is an admirable summary of 
our present knowledge of the monuments of the Forum, and will be found very 
useful not only by students of Roman topography, but also by all classical teachers 
who wish to vitalize their work in Roman history, or in any of the classical authors, 
by a reconstruction of the material background. 
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Livy: Selections from the First Decade. Edited by Omera Floyd 
Long. "Lake Classical Series." Chicago: Scott, Foresman 
& Co., 1908. 
This attractive little volume, uniform with Professor Laing's edition of the 
Phormio, suggests comparison with Professor Dennison's recent edition of selec- 
tions from the same decade of the eloquent historian. Both books are examples 
of the current tendency toward brevity in college editions of the classics. Pro- 
fessor Long has been the more heroic in his self-denial, giving us a volume of 
a hundred and sixty pages, all told. The motto professed in the Preface, "parva 
sed apta," has been fairly lived up to. The five divisions of the Introduction 
occupy but fifteen pages, of which three are given to Livy's syntax. The text, if 
printed without the notes, would amount to about a hundred pages, or half that 
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in the Dennison edition. The editor might have professed as his principle of 
selection "summa sequar fastigia rerum." He has dissected out the most inter- 
esting parts of the most interesting episodes of the first decade, stopping at the 
end or the middle of a chapter as the case may be, the principle evidently being 
to include nothing of minor interest not needed to make the story intelligible. 
This exclusion may even improve the story, as, for instance, where the maiden's 
admiration for the brave champion Horatius is not dampened by the account of 
how he slew his sister. If a class has time to read but a hundred pages from the 
first decade of Livy, it is hard to see how a better selection could be made. Stu- 
dents of the Homeric epics no longer spend their time on a few consecutive 
books, but read the passages that would be the ones to live and glow in memory 
if the whole work were read. Only pedantry will object to the similar treat- 
ment of a great prose epic. Practically the same selections might be made from 
the Dennison edition which includes the entire first book, and longer, more 
continuous passages, from the later books, including almost everything in the 
Long edition. The commentary, while exceedingly brief, is apt and helpful, 
surprisingly so, considering the brevity. There is no room for detailed discussion 
of the historical and topographical questions constantly suggested by the text, 
yet there are many concise notes upon these topics. Grammatical difficulties are 
directly explained without references to the school grammars. Literary features 
are emphasized. The happy translation of a difficult phrase often lights up a 
whole paragraph. The book seems best adapted to the needs of students who 
have already in college made the close linguistic study of some author and who 
are not yet ready for extensive reading or the close study of early Roman history 
from the sources, but who have a few weeks which they can give to becoming 
acquainted with some of the most fascinating passages of a fascinating author. 

W. S. Gordis 



The Monuments of Christian Rome, from Constantine to the Renais- 
sance. By Arthur L. Frothingham. New York: Macmillan, 
1908. Pp. 412, with 318 illustrations. $2.25. 

Professor Frothingham's book is another in the series of "Handbooks of 
Archaeology and Antiquities," and may be looked on as a sequel to Lowrie's 
Christian Art and Archaeology, or Monuments of the Early Church. So far as 
its material is concerned, it is a welcome and a great contribution to the history 
of art. It is the only work in any language which pretends to cover the impor- 
tant and neglected period between the decay of classical Roman art and the 
Renaissance. 

The author's task was one of no ordinary degree of difficulty, involving, as 
it does, the treatment of architectural, sculptural, and pictorial monuments which 
had not only through a thousand years been often disguised by decay, destruction, 
and restoration, but which, even in their original state, would have been so uni- 



